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The  Big  Fourth 


Elsah's  200th  birthday  cake  backed  by  a  dinner  line 
at  Fountain  Square  Park  on  the  Fourth . 


Elsah  rarely  has  a  parade.    But  then  a  bicentennial 
is  also  a  rare  thing.    Elsah's  special  celebration  on 
bicentennial  day  began  with  a  parade  from  the  parking 
lot  by  the  river  up  to  Fountain  Square  Park. 

Led  by  the  village  police  car,  piloted  by  Cyrus 
J.  Bunting,  the  parade  included  the  Elsah  and  Prin- 
cipia  College  fire  trucks,  as  well  as  the  jeep  truck; 
a  Boy  Scout  contingent;  a  giant  bicentennial  birthday 
cake — really  a  float  towed  by  Mayor  Darr  on  his  trac- 
tor; a  miniscule  band;  many  flags;  one  horse,  ridden 
by  its  owner,  Eileen  Mainwaring;  a  motorcycle  towing 
skateboards,  and  various  other  celebrants. 


The  parade  was  followed  country  style  with  a 
pot-luck  picnic  at  Fountain  Square  Park.    This  also 
preceded  a  ringing  of  Elsah's  bells  in  celebration  of 
two  centuries  of  national  independence,  as  well  as 
other  festivities  (including  a  water  fight  which  even- 
tually involved  a  bit  of  fire  equipment)  .    Far  from 
dampening  the  spirits  of  those  involved,  it  seemed 
to  have  been  one  of  the  high  points  of  the  celebra- 
tion. 

Credit  for  initial  organization  must  go  to  Jeri 
Hosmer  and  Sara  Rockabran,  from  the  Elsah  recre- 
ation program,  as  well  as  the  Elsah  Village    Board  . 
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especially  Mayor  Darr.  Principia  College  provided 
chairs  and  tables  for  the  picnic  in  the  park,  and  the 
village  provided  free  beverages  . 

No  fireworks  celebration  took  place  in  Elsah,  but 
many  citizens  were  included  in  the  record-breaking 
crowd  of  over  800,000  at  the  Gateway  Arch  in  St. 
Louis  on  the  night  of  the  fourth,  and  others  watched 
the  distant  display  from  the  Elsah  bluffs .    From  there 
one  could  see  sky  rockets  being  shot  up  in  celebra- 
tions across  Missouri,  from  St.  Louis  on  the  east 
all  across  the  horizon  to  beyond  St.  Charles. 

Bicentennial  Day  in  Elsah  was  not  as  spectacular 
as  in  many  places,  but  it  was  richly  enjoyable. 
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HEF's  New  Venture 


by  Charles  B.  Hosmer,  Jr. 


cared  for  by  private  individuals  who  value  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  town.    The  board  of  the  foundation  conclu- 
ded that  possession  of  a  commercial  building  would 
permit  the  encouragement  of  sound  business  ven- 
tures such  as  the  Elsah  Landing  restaurant  that  have 
a  positive  effect  on  the  village. 

Other  historic  towns  in  the  United  States ,  such 
as  Waterfcrd,  Virginia,  have  been  able  to  keep  local 
businesses  alive  by  means  of  low  rents  and  other  in- 
ducer! ents.    With  this  precedent  at  hand,  HEF  should 
be  able  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  LaSalle  Street 
area  for  many  years  .    Although  this  store  building  is 
not  particularly  old  by  Elsah  standards,  being  built 
around  the  turn  of  this  century,  it  is  in  the  center  of 
a  street  scene  that  includes  seme  of  the  most  impor- 
tant architectural  elements  in  the  village. 

The  complete  rehabilitation  of  the  structure  will 
require  a  number  cf  years,  and  there  is  little  like- 
lihood that  the  property  will  produce  any  significant 
income  for  the  foundation  for  some  time.    However,  it 
is  new  possible  to  say  that  HEF  has  given  further  proof 
of  its  interest  in  maintaining  the  character  of  Elsah. 
The  exterior  restoration  of  the  Village  Hall  several 
years  ago  was  a  most  important  first  step .    Now  the 
organization  has  an  even  greater  opportunity  to  be 
a  part  of  the  revival  of  Elsah  as  a  working  community. 


After  a  long  period  of  planning  and  discussion, 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation  has  entered  a  new  field  of 
preservation  activity  with  the  purchase  of  the  Prather 
Store  building  on  LaSalle  Street  from  Mrs.  Edith  La- 
zenby  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Singletary  .    These  two 
owners  renovated  the  structure  about  ten  years  ago 
and  have  maintained  it  as  a  rental  property  ever 
since. 

The  purchase  of  a  commercial  site  in  the  center 
of  Elsah  brings  new  responsibilities  and  challenges 
for  the  foundation.    First  and  foremost  will  be  the 
elimination  of  the  mortgage  that  was  provided  by 
interest. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  HEF  board  that  foundation 
members  will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  now 
offered  them  to  donate  any  amount  to  this  project 
above  twenty  dollars  in  order  to  receive  the  port- 
folio of  Elsah  prints  prepared  by  members  of  the 
Principia  College  art  department  (see  p  .  3  for  a 
description)  . 

The  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  build- 
ing will  be  a  second  major  restoration  responsibility 
that  the  foundation  has  assumed.    The  managers  of 
the  highly  successful  Elsah  Landing  restaurant, 
which  occupies  a  part  of  the  structure,  have  assisted 
in  planning  for  some  of  the  renovations  that  will  be 
necessary  to  make  the  place  more  useful  in  the  future. 

The  acquisition  of  one  commercial  property  does 
not  mean  that  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  intends  to 
embark  on  a  campaign  to  accumulate    homes  and 
store  buildings  throughout  thevillage.    Instead,  this 
step  was  taken  after  many  discussions  of  the  role  that 
a  preservation  organization  should  play  in  the  life 
of  Elsah.    There  has  been  a  most  heartening  change  in 
the  attention  given  to  a  number  of  residential  proper- 
ties all  over  the  village.    In  fact,  it  is  possible  to  pre- 
dict  that  the  domestic  architecture  of  Elsah  will  be 


shelling 


The  ALTON  TELEGRAPH  for  August  6,  1976,  con- 
tains a  photo-feature  (p.  E-l)  by  Ron  Hempel,  "The 
Shell  Game,"  about  mussel  shelling  in  the  area.    Most 
people  who  drive  the  River  Read  often,  especially  in 
the  Grafton  area,  have  seen  shellers  at  work  on  the 
river,  in  small  boats  with  side  racks  from  which  they 
can  hang  their  "brail  bars"  to  remove  mussels. 

These  bars  are  long  poles,  of  wood  or  iron,  from 
which  dangle  rows  of  grapnel  hooks  that  are  dragged 
across  the  mussel  beds  to  catch  the  shellfish,  which 
snap  shut  on  the  hooks  or  chains. 

The  product  of  this  work  is  not  the  meat  in  the 
shell,  which  is  discarded,  or  the  occasional  river 
pearl  that  is  turned  up  in  a  shell,  but  the  shell  it- 
self.   The  cooked-out  shells  bring  about  8  to  10 
cents  a  pound,  according  to  Hempel.    While  a  Grafton 
button  factory  encouraged  mussel  shelling  in  the  nine- 
teenth century,  the  present  market  is  Japan.    Hempel 
writes,  "Japan  now  buys  the  shells  by  the  tons  and 
uses  the  thicker  portion  of  the  shell  for  starting  cul- 
tured pearls,  by  cutting  the  shells  into  small  beads 
and  placing  them  into  the  ocean  oyster." 

Mr.  Basil  Gleason,  who  formerly  was  a  commer- 
cial fisherman  in  thisarea  of  the  river,  recalled  that 
one  sheller  regularly  worked  a  mud  bed  downriver 
from  Elsah  in  the  vicinity  of  the  "Blue  Pool"  near  Al- 
ton, but  changes  in  the  river  since  the  building  of 
the  dam    have  removed  that  source.    He  has  often 
seen  shellers  at  work  on  the  Illinois  River  up  as  far 
as  Hardin  and  speculates  that  the  mussels  prefer  mud 
bars  to  sand  bars,  and  that  these  bars  are  prevalent 
in  the  Illinois ,  thus  attracting  the  shellfish .    Mr . 
Gleason  has  told  the  editor  that  cooked  mussel  meat 
is  an  excellent  catfish  bait. 

River  pearls  are  often  inferior  or  irregular,  but 
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tney  too  can  have  a  considerable  value. 

A  part  of  the  Clayville  Craft  Fair  in  the  recent 
Illinois  State  Fair  included  a  display  of  cutting  but- 
tons out  of  fresh  water  mussels  using  a  hole  saw  the 
size  of  the  intended  button.    Thus  this  is  still  done 
by  craft  enthusiasts  despite  the  convenience  of  today's 
plastics. 

HEF's  Print  Offer 

For  many  years  Elsah  has  provided  irresistible  sub- 
ject matter  for  artists  who  have  visited  our  village  from 
all  over  the  world.    Elsah 's  charm,  while  always  quietly 
changing,  nevertheless  remains  unique  even  for  those 
artists  who  have  lived  and  worked  in  the  village  for  many 
years . 

James  Green,  James  Schmidt,  Judith  McCreary,  and 
Glenn  Felch,  all  faculty  members  of  the  Principia  College 
Art  Department  and  residents  of  the  Elsah  area  for  many 
years,  continue  tc  capture  favorite  views  and  new  glimps- 
es of  Elsah's  fragile  yet  enduring  fascination. 

HEF  is  pleased  to  have  acquired  drawings  representing 
the  portfolios  of  these  four  artists  and  has  made  available 
this  limited  edition  of  reproductions  as  part  of  a  special 
fund-raising  project  based  upon  donations  to  the  founda- 
tion. 

Each  of  the  drawings  is  reproduced  in  deep  sepia  ink 
on  high  quality,  off-white  paper  measuring  14"  by  17" . 
The  set  of  four  is  available  to  donors  of  $20  or  more  to 
KEF.    If  postage  is  necessary,  another  $1  will  be  needed 
to  cover  these  expenses  . 

These  portfolios  may  be  acquired  by  writing  to 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation,  P.  O.  Box  117,  Elsah,  IL 
62028. 

Background  on  each  of  the  artists  shews  each  to  be 
individual,  though  sharing  a  love  of  the  Elsah  scene; 

James  Green  is  a  well-known  and  well-travelled  paint- 
er whose  specialty  is  watercolor  and  whose  subjects  range 
from  Paris  to  Mexico  City.    His  sketches  and  drawings  com- 
bine boldness  of  design  and  imagination  v/ith  dramatic 
viewpoints  and  times  of  day.    Mr.  Green  has  wor.  numer- 
ous awards  in  national  competitions  and  has  inspired  many 
students  to  pursue  creative  directions  of  their  own . 

Professional  painter  and  designer  James  Schmidt  is 


Glenn  Felch's  Elsah  scene  showing  the  rear  of  the 
Bradley  House. 


James  Green's  depiction  of  Elsah's  Riverview  House  and 
the  waterfront. 


equally  facile  with  drawing  techniques.    Having  lived  in 
Elsah  for  many  years  and  having  worked  in  Europe  sever il 
times,  he  captures,  in  his  drawing  "On  LaSalle  Street,"  a 
19th  century  American  genre  while  also  discovering  a  hint 
of  European  flavor.    A  recent  Schmidt  painting  in  honor  of 
the  American  Bicentennial  is  currently  part  of  a  special  ex- 
hibit sponsored  by  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Judith  Ann  McCreary  is  a  professional  metalsmith  with 
an  extensive  background  in  painting  and  drawing.    She  en- 
joys drawing  whenever  possible  and  is  represented  in 
several  private  collections.    She  has  exhibited  in  juried 
shows  and  is  presently  establishing  both  residence  and 
studio  in  Elsah.    Her  drawing,  "Elsah  Pickets,"  captures 
n  quiet  and  quaint  detail  typical  of  Elsah's  village  setting. 

Glenn  Felch  is  well  known  as  an  Elsah  painter  since 
his  undergraduate  days  at  Principia  College.    At  that  time 
the  college  acquired  a  special  project  he  did  depicting 
Elsah  scenes.    This  project  was  included  as  a  part  of  the 
Elsah  guidebook,  so  outstanding  was  its  contribution. 
Since,  he  has  painted  many  other  Elsah  scenes,  includ- 
ing the  Hosmer  stair  hall,  which  he  covered  with  a  mon- 
tage of  Elsah  scenes,  gathered  from  the  past  through  pho- 
tographic evidence. 

About  his  contribution  to  the  portfolio,  "View  From 
Below,"  Mr.  Felch  notes  that  much  of  the  19th  century 
still  exists  in  the  narrow  alleys  of  Elsah  end  subject 
matter  for  artists  is  still  prevalent  in  these  locations. 
The  drama  of  Elsah's  upper  and  lower  main  streets  is 
easily  exaggerated  when  viewed  from  less  frequented 
vantage  points . 

Mr .  Felch  spent  a  year  as  an  army  artist  in  South- 
east Asia,  and  after  graduate  work  at  Bowling  Green 
State  University,  returned  to  Elsah.    He  has  acquired 
Riverview  House,  and,  with  his  wife,  Judith   McCreary, 
is  engaged  in  the  Herculean  task  of  remodeling  it.    He 
has  established  his  studio  in  a  small  outbuilding  behind 

Riverview  on  LaSalle  Street. 
****************************************************** 

The  Elsah  Village  Board  has  adopted  a  new  motif  for 
its  stationery.    Depicted  on  letter  sheets  and  envelopes 
is  a  riverboat  taken  from  the  decoration  on  an  excursion 
ticket  in  the  Elsah  Museum.    It  is  both  attractive  and 
appropriate. 
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house  tours 


HEF  has  held  three  house  tours  this  year.    The  big 
one  was  our  regular  Mother's  Day  extravaganza,  this 
year   (naturally)  a  bicentennial  tour  .    Featured  were 
thirteen  structures,  including  seven  homes. 

First,  in  the  order  of  the  guide  booklet  for  the  tour, 
was  Mrs.  Trovillion's  Doll  Museum.  While  fewer  eyes 
peer  at  the  visitor  from  the  walls ,  since  Mrs  .  Trovillion 
has  sold  the  majority  of  her  traditionally  vast  collection 
of  dolls,  the  museum  still  contains  many  things,  as  well 
as  being  one  of  the  earliest  Elsah  structures. 

The  Bradleys  opened  their  fine  brick  house  for  all 
three  tours,  delighting  visitors  with  the  finely  furnished 
interior  and  their  collection  of  James  Green  art  work. 

Elsah  Landing  did  a  land  office  business  at  all  the 
tours,  and  furnished  visitors  the  opportunity  of  a  fine 
lunch  or  a  snack  while  touring.    Cetainly  having  a 
restaurant  in  Elsah  has  helped  immensely  in  aiding 
the  comfort  of  our  tourists  . 

The  Village  Hall  featured  information,  ticket  sales, 
an  art  sale,  and  some  craft  exhibits. 

Mrs.  Frances  Grayson  generously  opened  her  brick 
cottage  on  Palm  Street  for  all  the  tours  . 

Both  churches  were  open  on  Selma  Square,  and  near- 
Hv    nn  Vallev  Street,  the  Musselman  House  was  open, 


with  a  small  display  of  color  photographs  done  by 
Christine  Robertsen.    Beyond,  further  up  Valley  Street, 
Margaret  McCandless  opened  her  home,  with  its  com- 
fortable furnishings,  and  its  especially  interesting 
bedroom,  simply  furnished  with  antiques. 

The  Elsah  Civic  Center  was  open  and  contained  a 
craft  and  bake  sale.    Upstairs,  the  Elsah  museum,  which 
is  a  separate  organization  under  the  Elsah  Village  Board, 
opened  for  visitors  in  conjunction  with  the  tour  . 

The  Sontag  House  was  also  open.    Built  for  Louis 
Keller  in  the  late  1850' s,  and  changed  by  the  addition  of 
a  mansard  roof  and  a  rear  portion  in  1892,  this  home  has 
been  restored  in  three  stages  by  successive  owners. 

The  Robert  Rockabrands  opened  Piasa  Lodge,  the 
two  story  rock  house  on  the  east  side  of  Mill  Street 
near  Fountain  Square  Park.    Their  furnishings  include 
many  interesting  antiques. 

Finally,  but  by  no  means  least,  the  Hosmer  House, 
with  its  newly  restored  interior,  opened  further  up 
Mill  Street .    After  the  visitors  gazed  at  the  Glenn  Felch 
stair  hall  mural,  in  the  diningroom  the  portraits  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gideon  Prugh,  Mrs.  Hosmer 's  ancestors,  gazed 
back  at  them  with  a  true  nineteenth  century  reserve. 

Mr  .  Ed  Lewitz  and  his  crew  ably  handled  the 
parking.    June  Cronin  headed  up  the  bake  sale.    Other 
HEF  members  too  numerous  to  mention  worked  in  various 
capacities  to  organize  and  staff  the  houses,  sales,  and 
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Visitors  to  the  art  and  craft  sale  in  the  Village  Hall  on 
Mother's  Dav 


service  facilities.  The  weather  was  ideal,  and,  as  HEF 
had  hoped,  the  visitors  seemed  universally  to  enjoy  the 
tour. 

All  three  tours  were  headed  by  Elsah's  own  dynamo  of 
verve,  energy,  and  organizational  effectiveness,  Mrs. 
Inge  Mack. 

The  two  later  tours  were  organized  specifically  for 
the  two  Principia  adult  summer  sessions,  and  were  held 
on  the  Saturday  at  the  center  of  each  session — July  17th 
and  August  9th . 

In  addition  to  the  houses  mentioned  above,  that  is, 
the  Bradley,  Grayson,and  McCandless  Houses,  Theodosia 
Lanigan  opened  the  Gothic  House,  the  Felches  their  new- 
ly instituted  art  studio,  and  the  Henry  Holts  their  brick 
home  on  Mill  Street.    The  C.  A.  Buntings  opened  their 
home  on  Palm  Street,  which  they  have  recently  remo- 
deled completely  as  a  retirement  home,  and  the  Hosmers 
again  opened  their  Mill  Street  home,  now  with  a  newly 
redecorated  diningroom,  featuring  a  Victorian  paper 
decor  at  the  top  of  the  wall . 

Summer  ticket  sales  were  handlec  by  Jim  Fabian, 
Inge  Mack,  Paul  Williams,  Charles  Hosmer,  and  Donna 
Burnett.    Ed  Lewitz  again  handled  parking,  and  Devon 
McNamara,  Paul  Williams,  and  Bill  Hagenlocher  ferried 
tourists  to  and  from  the  college  campus. 

In  spite  of  heat,  rain,  and  humidity  during  the 
weeks  of  these  two  summer  tours ,  both  tour  days 
were  unusually  comfortable,  affording  coolness  and 
breeze  for  the  walkers  and  viewers  . 

HEF  has  been  grateful  to  be  able  to  give  our  visi- 
tors a  good  view  of  the  village  this  year ,  and  of 
course  to  all  the  generous  local  citizens  whose  work 
has  made  this  possible.    A  trip  to  Elsah  is  now  known 
as  a  fine  outing,  interesting,  satisfying,  perhaps  a 
bit  nostalgic,  informative,  and  a  welcome  relief  from 
hectic  modernity . 

The  St.  Louis  GLOBE-DEMOCRAT  Sunday  Magazine 
for  July  25th  of  this  year  featured  Elsah.    The  front 
cover  contained  a   picture  of  the  Riverview  House 
currently  being  restored  by  the  Felches.    In  bold 
red  letters,  the  magazine  was  entitled,  "Elsah  .   .  . 


preserving  a  19th  century  village."    The  story,  by 
Shirley  Althoff ,  covered  pages  six  through  ten,  with 
nine  pictures,  generous  in  layout,  by  Dick  Weddle. 

The  pictures  included  a  view  down  LaSalle  Street, 
one  of  the  Village  Hall,  an  interior  of  Elsah  Landing, 
a  shot  of  Glenn  and  Judy  Felch  restoring  their  house, 
another  of  Mrs.  Frances  Grayson  on  her  patio,  one  of 
the  Bradleys  in  front  of  their  home,  one   of  Paula  Brad- 
ley in  her  pot-hung  kitchen ,  a  front-angle  view  of  the 
Copeland  House,  and  another  of  the  Gothic  House  on 
LaSalle  Street. 

The  text  summarizes  some  Elsah  history  and  con- 
centrates on  the  efforts  of  HEF  and  of  individual  mem- 
bers in  restoration  of  village  buildings.     This  is  one 
of  the  finest  recognitions  that  Elsah  has  received  for 
restoration  efforts    to  date. 


Suzanne  Darr  invites  a  young  visitor  to  examine  her  crafts 
in  the  Civic  Center  on  Mother's  Day. 
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Josephine  Ccpeland,  known  by  her  friends  as  Jo, 
has  made  numerous  contributions  to  Elsah  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.    Her  passing,  on  July  29th,  has  left 
many  people    recalling     the  good  and  happy  influences 
she  has  had  on  the  village. 

Jo  was  the  widow  of  George  Copeland  when  she 
came  to  Elsah .    In  1953  she  arrive  from  her  home  in 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  on  a  visit  to  Elsah.    Immediately 
falling  in  love  with  the  village,  she  sought  employment 
here  end  bought  her  home  on  the  corner  of  LaSalle  and 
Falm  Streets .    Her  first  position  was  managing  the  Vil- 
lage Inn,  starting  in  July  of  that  year.    At  that  time 
Principia  College  cwr.ed  the  building  which  is  now  the 
Bradley  House  and  ran  it  as  a  restaurant  and  small 
hotel  for  college  guests,  and  it  was  Jo's  job  to  keep 
things  operating  smoothly  there. 

Leaving  this  position  in  1956,  Jo  became  assistant 
cashier  for  Principia  College,  and  later  cashier.    She 
retired  from  this  position  in  1968,  but  soon  went  to 
work  for  Universal  Electric,  in  Elseh,  retiring  frcm 
that  work  in  1974. 

After  that  Jc  helped  as  a  volunteer  worker  at  Elsah 
Landing  curing  the  hectic  period  cf  its  opening,  set- 
ting up  its  bookkeeping  system  and  even  washing  dish- 
es when  that  was  needed.    Always  willing  to  lend  a 
helping  hand,  she,  with  her  ability  to  make  sense  out 
of  figures,  was  in  demand  as  treasurer  of  First  Church 
of  Christ,  Scientist,  Elsah,  and  later  as  the  first  trea- 


Jo  Ccpeland  (right)  sits  with  Inge  Mack  selling  Elsah 
nctecards  in  front  of  her  house  en  LaSalle  Street  dur- 
ing the  Mother's    Day  house  tour. 

Photo  by  Evan  Williams 


surer  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation.    She  was  one  of 
HEF's  charter  board  members. 

Few  Elsah  citizens  are  so  well-beloved  as  Jo  Cope- 
land.    One  often  hears  people  remark  that  she  was  never 
heard  to  say  anything  unkind  about  anyone.    Her  warmth 
and  friendliness  were  unfailing  and  contagious,  and  she 
was  always  ready  with  a  humorous  aside  or  a  kind 
rejoinder. 

The  Copeland  House,  which  is  on  the  front  of  the 
Elsah  guidebook,  is  one  of  the  best  preserved  Greek 
Revival  style  houses  in  the  village.    It  still  retains 
its  white  picket  fence,  though  this  formerly  universal 
feature  has  disappeared  from  almost  all  other  old  vil- 
lage houses.    Jo's  garden   was  always  known  for  its 
flowers  during  the  entire  growing  season,  and  she  kept 
her  yard  immaculately. 

The  small  livingrcom  in  her  house  contained  a  Frank- 
lin stove,  which  Jo  often  fired  up  on  cold  nights,  con- 
veying the  cosy  atmosphere  of  nineteenth  century  El- 
sah. 

Historic  Elsah  Foundation  is  grateful  for  her  many 
contributions  not  only  tc  foundation  activities  but  to  the 
life  of  the  village  as  a  whole. 

The  special  bicentennial  issue  cf  the  ALTON  TELE- 
GRAPH, published  on  July  2,  1976,  contained  tour  arti- 
cles based  en  information  sent  to  the  paper  by  KEF  . 
One,  entitled  "Peaceful  Elsah  rocked  by  violence," 
was  based  en  an  issue  cf  this  newsletter,  the  major 
article  of  which  was  entitled,  "The  Case  of  the  Clob- 
bered Cooper . "    Another  TELEGRAPH  article,  "Rail- 
road at  Elsah  was  only  a  bluff,"  derived  from  research 
largely  done  by  Charles  Hcsmer,  Jr.    P-.  third  dealt 
with  the  Piesa  E luffs  Hotel  which  once  stood  on  the 
bluff  land  between  Elsah  and  Chautauqua.    Unfortu- 
nately, in  the  above  cases,  for  some  reason  the  TELE- 
GRAPH chose  not  to  credit  its  sources.    However, 
credit  was  given  to  William  Fabian's  CHAUTAUQUA, 
ILLINOIS:     A  BRIEF  HISTORY,  HEF  leaflet  #  5,  in 
the  article,  "Indian  camp  becomes  religious,  fun 
center  . " 

One  article  in  the  issue  dealt  with  something  we 
were  unaware  of  (see  p  .  D-27)  .    Entitled  "Altonian 
was  stov/away  on  Graf  Zeppelin  flight,"  it  recalls 
that  nineteen  year  old  Clarence  Terhune  was  the 
first  person  to  bum  his  way  on  an  aerial  journey. 
Terhune,  from  Alton,  was  the  son  of  "the  former 
Jeanette  Bates  of  Elsah,  direct  descendent  of  William 
^ates,  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  area,  and  whose 
bounty  land  is  now  part  of  the  state  hospital  grounds  . " 


From,  the  JERSEY  COUNTY  DEMOCRAT,  July  6,  1876: 

"A  couple  of  tramps  took  a  bed  together  a  few  nights 
ago,  in  Chris  Loehr's  hay  mow,  one  of  them  arose  before 
the  other,  and  took  the  shoes  of  the  sleeping  innocent, 
and  sold  them  to  procure  the  requisite  amount  of  cash 
to  treat  himself  to  a  warm  breakfast.    The  shoes  were 
reclaimed  but  not  the  50  cts ,  and  nothing  short  of  a 
stomach  pump,  could  call  back  the  hot  coffee  and  beef 
steak."     Chris  Loehr's  barn  stood  about  where  the 
Maple  Leaf  Cottages  are  today. 
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McAdams 


The  Jerseyville  DEMOCRAT-NEWS  for  July  29th  of 
this  year  contained  a  picture  of  Professor  William  S . 
McAdams .    This  shot  was  taken  in  the  1890's  on  a  hunt- 
ing expedition  to  the  Illinois  Bottoms  (above  Grafton, 
most  likely)  . 

McAdams  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  Elsah  and  was 
often  quoted  in  the  Elsah  column  in  the  JERSEYVILLE 
DEMOCRAT  .  He  is  the  great-grandfather  of  the  pre- 
sent publisher  of  the  DEMOCRAT-NEWS  . 

In  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Washington,  D.  C. , 
is  a  letter  written  by  McAdams  to  John  Wesley  Powell, 
the  famous  explorer  of  the  Colorado  River.    Powell 
was  the  head  of  the  United  State  Geological  Survey  at 
the  time  of  the  letter,  which  dealt  with  McAdams'  dig- 
ging of  an  Indian  mound  near  Otterville.    He  did  the 
work  in  the  winter  in  near  zero  weather ,  and  in  his 
letter  he  remarked  on  how  he  had  to  keep  working  to 
keep  the  dirt  from  freezing  as  he  spaded  and  probed. 

In  1973  the  Alton  Museum  of  History  and  Art  re- 
printed Professor  McAdams 's  book,  RECOPDS  OF  AN- 
CIENT RACES  IN  THE  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY,  which  was 
subtitled,  "being  an  account  of  some  of  the  pictcgrephs, 
sculpted  hieroglyphs,  symbolic  devices,  emblems,  and 
traditions  of  the  prehistoric  races  of  America,  with  some 
suggestions  as  to  their  origin."    This  small  book  is 
sumptuously  illustrated  for  its  time  .    It  was  published 
originally  in  St.  Louis  in  1887. 

In  speculating  about  the  origins  of  the  mound- 
builders,  McAdams  rejected  the  popular  notion  that 
they  were  the  followers  of  the  Welsh  Prince  Madoc,  or 
that  they  were  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel ,  as  was  widely- 
believed  in  the  nineteenth  century,  but  he  accepted 
the  notion  that  the  mounds  were  built  by  native  Amer- 
inds whose  ancestors  came  from  Asia,  perhaps  by  sea, 
perhaps  by  the  Bering  Strait.    He  did  feel  that  this  con- 
tinent "being  originally  inhabited  by  savages,  has  been 
invaded  from  time  tc  time,  fcr  ages,  by  inhabitants  from 
the  Old  World.    Seme,  it  may  be,  came  by  land;  ethers 
by  the  sea,  involuntarily  it  may  have  been,  by  being 
thrown  out  of  reckoning  by  storms,  and  drifting  on 
to  the  shore  of  an  unknown  continent.    From  the  days 
of  the  Phoenicians,  or  even  before,  this  might  have 
happened.    A  few  people  it  may  have  been;  but  these, 
by  superior  intelligence,  having  once  obtained  a  foot- 
hold among  the  native  inhabitants,  finally  left  the  im- 
press of  their  presence  in  the  mounds  and  other 
structures,  where  we  find  tokens  of  the  customs  and 
religion  cf  the  country  from  whence  they  came." 

While  a  modern  anthropcligist  would  undoubtedly 
aisagree  with  some  of  Professor  McAdams 's  notions, 
as  for  instance  about  the  intelligence  of  the  native 
Americans,  and  while  he  clearly  was  speculating, 
and  unable  to  admit  that  the  native  Americans  the 
Europeans  found  upon  their  arrival  could  have  been 
capable  of  constructing  such  societies  as  that  which 
had  built  Monks'  Mound  and  its  surrounding  complex 
of  habitations,  since  they  were  living  in  so  much  sim- 
pler a  mode  when  later  found,  he  has  nonetheless 
hit  upon  some  concepts  much  ahead  of  his  time,  and 
concepts  which  further  bits  of  evidence  uncovered 
later  seem  to  corroborate. 


While  pre-Columbian  contacts  from  the  Old  World, 
aside  from  the  proven  settlements  of  the  Vikings,  re- 
main largely  in  the  realm  of  speculation ,  there  must 
be  some  explanation  for  structures  like  Fort  Ancient 
in  Tennessee;  or  inscriptions  like  the  apparently 
Phoenician  one  in  Brazil;  or  the  apparent  influences 
from  the  Old  World  on  South  American  ceramics;  or 
apparent  Japanese  influences  on  certain  Chilean  cera- 
mics; or  other  possible  evidence  of  early  contact. 

McAdams  was  not  only  the  witty  dv.ck-hunter  and 
professor  who  was  so  widely  quoted  in  Elsah's  news 
columns  every  fall.    He  was  a  keen  observer  and  a 
shrewd  speculator  on  the  prehistoric  past  of  the 
area. 


Annexation 


The  borders  of  the  Village  of  Elsah  have  recently 
beer,  changed  for  the  first  time  in  many  years,  by  the 
annexation  of  a  portion  of  the  Principia  College  pro- 
perty tc  the  village. 

This  new  area,  the  legal  description  of  which  is 
quite  complex,  puts  the  heavily  populated  portion 
of  the  campus  within  one  political  jurisdiction.    For- 
merly, the  village  line  went  from  the  large  white  oak 
tree  or:  Beltrees  Road,  across  the  campus,  just  west 
-'  the  Howard  Campus  Center,  through  the  Wells's 
1;  'ingrccm  in  Howard  House,  and  en  ever  the  bluff. 
Nov.'  the  men's  quad  and  the  residences  to  the  east 
of  it  are  included  within  the  village,  as  is  the  whole 
center  portion,  the  business  part  of  the  campus. 

Annexation  was  accomplished  by  petitioning  the 
registered  voters  cf  the  area  to  be  annexed,  as  well 
as  the  owner  of  record  of  the  property.    In  this  case 
there  was  only  one  owner,  the  Eoard  of  Trustees 
of  the  Principia  Corporation  . 

Following  the  petition,  the  proposed  annexation 
was  advertised  in  the  Jerseyville   DEMOCRAT  -NEWS , 
and  a  hearing  before  Judge  Howard  White,  of  the 
Circuit  Court  in  Jerseyville,  was  set  for  June  30, 
1976.    At  this  hearing  the  judge  ordered  that  the  an- 
nexation be  submitted  to  the  Elsah  Village  Board  for 
their  approval.    The  board  formally  approved  a  re- 
solution to  annex  at  their  August  meeting  . 

No  one  objected  to  the  annexation.    The  advantage 
to  Principia  College  is  that  their  populated  area  is 
now  all  in  one  municipality.    The  advantage  tc  the 
village  is  greater ,  since  botli  motor  fuel  tax  funds  and 
federal  revenue  sharing  funds  are  apportioned  by 
population.    Thus  the  village  has  acquired  many 
more  citizens,  but  these  individuals  live  in  an  area 
with  private  roads  and  street  lighting,  as  well  as  a 
private  security  force.    Thus  the  village  is  not  in- 
curring major  new  expenses  to  offset  its  new  income. 

This  plan  is  not  as  mercenary  as  it  might  seem. 
Without  the  population  of  Principia  College,  the 
village  would  be  very  hard  put  tc  it  to  maintain 
its  streets  properly,  and  Elsah  streets  now  serve 
not  only  the  whole  college  population,  but  the  growing 
Joywood  Farms  subdivision  as  well  as  the  citizens 
in  the  older  part  of  town  . 


******************* 
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According  to  the  Illinois  State  Genealogical  Society, 
there  are  seven  Revolutionary  War  soldiers  buried  in 
Jersey  County:    Joshua  Armstrong,  William  Bates, 
Joseph  Chandler,  Jonathan  E.  Cooper,  Josiah  Cummings, 
James  Falkner,  and  William  Gillham .    None  is  buried  at 
Elsah,  though  William  Bates,  who  is  listed  as  being 
interred  in  the  Lockhaven  Cemetery,  has  strong  Elsah 
connections,  as  well  as  present  descendents  in  the 
village. 
***** 

Grant  Wood's  painting,  "The  Good  Influence," 
(1936)  which  shows  a  rather  smug  woman  coming 
out  of  church  putting  on  her  gloves,  includes, 
behind  the  woman's  head  and  shoulders  parts 
of  a  country  church  which  looks  in  its  archi- 
tecture extraordinarily  like  the  Elsah  Methodist 
Church.    While  not    enough  of  the  church  is  visi- 
ble for  a  full  comparison,  Wood  must  have  used  as 
his  model  a  very  similar  structure. 

Like  his  famous  "American  Gothic, "  the  pic- 
ture satirizes  American  country  life  somewhat 
in  the  manner  of  Edgar  Lee  Masters'  SPOON  RIVER 

ANTHOLOGY. 
***** 

Donations  to  HEF  include  the  following:    from 
Joy  Barnacastle,  $5;  from  Norman  B.  Greene,  $25; 
from  Theodosia  Lanigan,  .$15;  from  Mrs.  Dale  Mil- 
ler, Jr.,  $25;  f  rom  R .  B.  Tullis,  $25;  from  Mary 
Elizabeth  Wheeler,  $10  in  memory  of  Josephine 
Copeland;  and  from  Beatrice  Whitelaw ,  $15.    We 
are  grateful  for  these  evidences  of  support. 


publications 


HEF  has  a  small  supply  of  publications  that  frequently 
come  into  demand.  Below  is  a  listing  of  available  mater- 
ials: 

ELSAH  HISTORY:    Numbers  1,  3,  6,  7,  10,  11,12,13,15 
are  available  at  25  cents  each,  plus  15  cents  postage,  if 
it  is  needed. 

Leaflets:     #1  THE  MAYBECK  PILOT  at  25  cents,  plus 
15  cents  postage. 

#2  ELSAH  CITIZENS  at  50  cents,  plus  20 
cents  postage. 

#3  ELSAH  BLUFF  PRAIRIES,  by  Marilyn 
Bland,  at  75  cents,  plus  20  cents  postage. 

#4  THE  GREAT  RIVER:     MASTER  SCULP- 
TOR, by  Percival  Robertson,  at  $1.50,  postpaid. 

#5  CHAUTAUQUA,  ILLINOIS,  A  BRIEF 
HISTORY,  by  William  Fabian,  at  $2,  postpaid. 

ELSAH:  A  HISTORIC  GUIDEBOOK,  3rd  edition,  at 
$3,  postpaid . 

Other  items:  Postcards  of  Riverview  House,  with  the 
old  road  entrance,  at  10  cents  each,  plus  postage,  unless 
sent  with  other  items  . 

Sylvester  souvenir,  showing  a  full- 
color  reproduction  of  a  F .  O.  Sylvester  riverscape  with 
information  inside,  at  25  cents,  plus  10  cents  postage. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Bechtold,  of  Beltrees,  re- 
cently celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary . 
The  Bechtolds  are  lifelong  residents  of  the  area, 
descendents  from  to  families  of  the  original  settlers 
of  the  Beltrees  area.    Mr.  Bechtold  worked  for  many 
years  on  the  Ames  and  Turner  estates,  now  part  of 
the  Principia  College  campus  .    Elsah  village  rela- 
tives include  Mr.  Bechtold's  sister,  Annetta  Cronin, 
the  Robert  Cronins ,  and  Mrs  .  Pat  Farmer . 
***** 

The  Jersey  County  Bicentennial  book,  entitled, 
"TRIEUTE  TO  THE  PAST,  SALUTE  TO  THE  FUTURE, 
Jersey  County  Bicennial  Celebration,  June  11-13," 
included  some  material  about  Elsah  gathered  from 
HEF  members.    While  some  other  material  which 
crept  in  about  Elsah  incorporates  some  of  the  old 
and  untrue  legends,  we  are  grateful  for  the  recog- 
nition and  for  the  opportunity  to  participate.    Elsah's 
Principia  College  Is  given  a  two  page  spread  in  the 
book,  with  four  pictures  and  a  short  historical  es- 
say by  HEF's  editor.    We  think  this  material  the 
most  nicely  laid  out  in  the  book  and  are  grateful 
to  the  editors  for  their  labor  in  this  regard . 

Credit  for  the  arduous  task  of  putting  together 
this  book  on  short  notice  and  with  much  verve  and 
color  goes  to  Mrs.  William  Tracy,  of  Jerseyville, 
chairman  cf  the  souvenir  book  committee,  and  to 
her  staff.    The  book  ends  with  the  following  note: 
"Errors  of  omission,  typographical  errors,  mis- 
spellings, and  all  oversights  will  be  rectified  in 
the  Tricentennial  Program  to  be  published  in  2076. 
Flease  contact  the  Committee  at  that  time." 


Another  era  has  ended  for  Elsah  with  the  removal  of 
the  Lowder  horses  from  their  pasture  on  the  slopes  west 
of  Mill  Street  at  the  upper  end  of  town .    Elsah's  people 
had  horses  from  the  first  days  of  the  town  until  this 
year  .    Now  the  last  are  gone.    Fortunately  the  lowing 
of  the  Croxfords'  cows  can  still  be  heard  down  in  town, 
or  we  might  be  tempted  to  think  we  are  no  longer  in  the 
country. 


HEF's  notecards,  brought  out  last  spring,  are  prov- 
ing to  be  very  popular.    Five  cards,  in  five  different 
colors,  with  an  envelope  to  match  each,  sell  for  $1.25. 
These  may  be  ordered  from  HEF  directly,  through  the 
Elsah  Landing  restaurant,  or  by  mail.    Please  allow 
$.20  postage  per  set  of  cards  if  ordering  by  mail. 


DON'T  FORGET.    CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  HISTORIC  ELSAH  FOUNDATION  ARE  TAX  DEDUCTIBLE  NOW. 


